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City Council,City andCountyof Honolulu,CommitteeonPublicWorksand Sustainatil~ty~
r~, c-~c-

TO Chair,StanleyChang, ~
Vice Chair,Ann H Kobayashi, r
DistinguishedCouncilmembers ~

RE: Testimony in Opposition to Bill 10, Relating to the useof bags provided to customw~s.

ChairChang,Vice ChairKobayashiandCommitteeMembers:

Thankyou for theopportunityto submittestimonyin oppositionto Bill 10, Relatingto theuseofbags
providedto customers.

While we supportthe intentofthemeasure,weurgethecommitteeto insteadsupportlanguagethat
favorsconsumerchoiceandappliesfees for bothpaperandplasticsingle-usebags.A fee for both
plasticandpaperbagswouldprovideamoreeffectivepolicy thatcreatesawin for thecounty,
consumers,retailers,andtheenvironment.Currently,thestateLegislatureis consideringsimilar
languagefor statewideimplementationandwebelievethis is thebestvehicleto reducesingle-usebag
use. A uniform policy throughoutthestatewould ensureconsistentimplementationby retailers.

This modelwould alsoallowretailersto fundeducationawarenessprogramsto reduceoverall useof
single-usecheckoutbagswhile promotingtheuseofreusablebags. SinceKaua’i andMaui counties
bannedplasticbagslastyear,retailerswere forcedto increasethesupplyofmoreexpensivepaper
bags. This hasdrasticallyincreasedbusinesscostsandbecausepaperbagstakemoreenergyto
manufactureandrecycle,theenvironmentis notnecessarilybenefitingfrom thischange.

As you may know, Times Supermarketis basedon O’ahu and operates26 storeswith locationson
Maui, Kaua’i and O’ahu. As an island-basedcompany,weunderstandthe constraintsof limited space
and the preservationof the uniquelandscapeof Hawaii. It is for this reasonthat we supportyour
efforts in mitigatingchallengingissuessuchassingleusebags,andthedisposalofbagsin landfills and
hopethecommitteewill support thispurposethrougha feeon bothplasticandpaperbaguse.

Pleasefeel freeto contactme shouldyouhave any questionsregardingthis matterat (209) 957-2555,
ext 153, or Bob Stout, PresidentofTime Supermarketat(808) 831-0811.We thankyou in advancefor
yourconsiderationandwe look forwardto continuingthedialogue.

Respectfully,

Bob Gutierrez
Directorof GovernmentAffairs,
TimesSupermarketandBig SaveSupermarket
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